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EMPIRICAL BASE
The working-age population’s trajectories of mobility for  small and medium-
sized monotowns of various profiles - 107 individual semi-formalized 
interviews with experts and residents of the towns under research, and 
28 group discussions among high school students and college students 
(417 participants) using drawing techniques (mental maps).

Scaling of social memory of generations in the cites of "old' and "new" 
industriality - 163 individual semi-formalized interviews with experts and 
residents of the cities under research, conducted in 2018-2019, and 32 group 
discussions among high school students and college students (822  
participants) using drawing techniques. 



THEORETICAL BASE

• Les Cadres sociaux de la mémoire, Maurice Halbwachs, 1925

• The Image of the City, Kevin Lynch, 1960

• La production de l’espace, Henri Lefebvre, 1974

• Lieu de mémoire, Pierre Nora, 1996

• La memoire, L’histoire, L’oubli, Paul Ricoeur, 2000

• Naked City, Sharon Zukin, 2010 



FIELD SITE: URAL IDUSTRIAL CLUSTER

• Alapaevsk, Verkhnyaya Salda, 

• Zarechny, Serov

• Krasnoturinsk, Pervouralsk, Revda

Sverdlovsk
region

• Zlatoust

• Satka

Chelyabinsk
region

• Dobryanka

• Solikamsk 

Perm 
region

The Industrial 
Region of Russia, 
Located on the 
Border between 
Europe and Asia.



Social issue
Every year, school and college graduates leave their small towns to continue their 
studies or work in a larger city.

«Bigger city - more opportunities». This is a discourse not only of graduates, but also 
of their parents.

The originality (uniqueness) of the hometown is either not recognized or 
depreciated



Alapaevsk (founded in 1781)



Solikamsk (founded in 1430)



Methodological Issue (mental maps)

People draw the image of a town on the basis of their life experience. By 
means of mental maps people present their town and determine its importance 
for themselves by indicating selected places.

Can these places be called places of memory?

The marked places and objects are regarded as accumulation of symbolic 
capital of town.

OR 

They are simply points of attraction in the urban space as a result of life 
experience.



«A lieu de mémoire»

“… is any significant entity, 
whether material 
or non-material in nature, 
which by dint of human will 
or the work of time 
has become a symbolic element 
of the memorial heritage of any community 
…" (Nora 1996: XVII)

http://www.urokiistorii.ru/sites/all/files/imagecache
/main_articles_other/nora.JPG



Places of Memory (Krasnoturinsk)



Methodical questions

Group discussion Drawings (mental maps)

Occurs in a "natural" environment
Pedagogically designed (reminiscent of a lesson)

Personal information may not be expressed, but 
reflected in the mental map

Relatively open in organization The ability to draw your town is motivating

Easier to express one’s opinion (compared to 
interviews)
Many children, a whole class, 20 or more people

Drawings (mind maps) equalize everyone

Not possible to establish positions on an equal 
footing (there are always informal leaders)

Drawings are less categorical in relation to the
town than statements during the discussion.



Satka street art



Teens vision: accurate reflection of reality



Dream city
hereinafter mental maps from earlier projects



Good ecology



Historical places



Cities of the future



Conclusion

• Teenagers have many requirements for the city of their future residence. 
Comfort, good ecology, recreation areas, good roads, etc.

• Teenagers are mobile, they are not afraid to look for such a place. A city in 
which they would like to live.

• The value of the city in which they were born, the recognition of its 
authenticity largely depends on the activities of the memorial agents – the 
parents, the schools, the local history museums, etc.

• Experience of authenticity forms in adolescents a sense of urban space, 
while mental maps  provide the ways of its recognition and reflection.


