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Urals Location 

• On the border between 
Europe and Asia. 

• Corresponds  to 
Sverdlovskaia oblast’ – 
contemporary 
administrative unit 

• Population –  four million 
Ekaterinburg is the capital 
(56°5´/60°4´).  

• a multi-ethnic and multi-religious region currently 
housing representatives of more than 50 ethnicities 



Ethnic composition in Sverdlovskaya oblast’ 2012 
  Ethnicity N %  

Russians 3684843 90,6 

Tartars 143803 3,5 

Ukranians 35563 0,9 

Bashkirs 31183 0,8 

Mari 23801 0,6 

Germans 14914 0,4 

Azerbaijanians 14215 0,3 

Udmurts 13789 0,3 

Belorussians 11670 0,3 

Arminians 11501 0,3 

Tadzhiks 11138 0,3 

Others 68349 1,71 

Total 4064769 100 



• Until the late 16th century was populated by indigenous people: 
Mansi, Komi, Bashkirs – nomadic hunters, fishermen, herders 

• In the 17th century was colonized by the Russians, valuable furs 
were the main Russian export –was collected as a fur tax  

• The early 18th century – ore deposits were discovered, the metal 
production mushroomed 

• 1723 foundation of Ekaterinburg with the main metal (copper, 
iron and cast iron) producing plants in Russia  

• The late 18th century – gold deposits were discovered 
• The 19th century – one of Russia’s major industrial centers 
• Since the early 20th century –  recipient area for refugees 
• From the 1930s – until the 1960s – one of the GULag territories 

 

Regional history overview 



Aims of the paper   
• To present results from the project “Evolution of the Urals 

Religious Landscapes in the late 19th to 20th century: A 
Cultural Atlas” 

• To demonstrate the evolution of the Catholic institutions 
in the Urals, represented mainly by ethno-confessional 
minorities of Catholics, exiled and migrated from the 
European parts of the Russian Empire through the 19th and 
20th  centuries 

• To analyze vital events according to the Church books  



Sources and methods 

• Archival materials  

• Statistics. Aggregate macro data.  
o Materials for Geography and Statistics Russia collected by officers 

of the General Staff in Perm Province in 1860 

o Ekaterinburg City Censuses in  1873 and 1887 

o First All-Russia Census 1897 

o City survey 1913 

o Survey of the religious institutions 1920 

• Micro data.  
o The Church books of St. Anna Church parish in Ekaterinburg, 

scanned and transcribed into the data base 

• Oral history 

• Participative observations 

 

 



  
Ural Catholic community’ history:  

the late 16th-early 19th centuries 

• First Catholics arrived to the Urals during the early stage of the 
Russian conquest of Siberia in the late 16th and 17th century  

• They were mercenaries in the Cossack regiments usually 
referred to as ‘Litva’ in the Russian documents and represented 
mainly by ethnic Poles, Lithuanians and Byelorussians who 
were citizens of Russian State 

• Throughout the 18th – early 19th century the Ural Catholics were 
represented by small diasporas of the followers of European 
origin settled in cities and factory settlements, where they 
usually could get employment 

• The Catholics did not have any official institutions in the Urals 
through the whole 18th century until the 1830s 

 

 



Ural Catholic community history:  
the late 19th century 

• With the development of the national liberation movement in 
Poland in the late 19th century, its participants, including 
Catholic priests, were systematically exiled to the Urals  

• For the exiled Poles their religious identity became a basis for 
consolidation and social support   

• This led to the formation of ethno-religious communities of 
Polish Catholics in the Urals (up to 90% of congregation) 

• Due to the increased number of the Ural Catholics they were 
given permission to open their institutions: first chapels in 
rented rooms, where they met and were visited by a priest 
coming from Kazan (about 600 km), and later churches with a 
permanent priest 



Ural 

Catholic 

institutions 

in the late 

19th century 



Catholic population of Ekaterinburg City 
1860-1920 

Year male female total

1860 x x 47

1873 90 53 147

1887 173 137 310

1897 167 156 323

1913 x x 1000

1920 x x 2000



Ekaterinburg St. Anna parish 

• 1876  Ekaterinburg Catholics got their own priest and 
chapel  

• 1884  erected a stone church at the center of Ekaterinburg 
financed by wealthy citizens of Polish descent  

• The Church was consecrated to St. Anna; had organ, 
school, chapel and hotel 

• 1886 the congregation of Ekaterinburg received the status 
of independent parish, which consisted of 
Ekaterinburgskii, Verkhoturskii, Kamyshlovskii, 
Shadrinskii and Irbitskii districts 



St. Anna 
Church in 

Ekaterinburg 
around 1890s  



Religious diversity in Ekaterinburg 

m f both m f both m f both m f both

Rus. Orthodoxy 9694 10062 19756 13904 12206 26110 15837 17376 33213

Edinoverie 282 361 643 668 803 1471 566 650 1216

Together 9976 10423 20399 14572 13009 27581 16403 18026 34429 18538 21211 39749

Sectarians 370 448 818

Old-Believers 724 993 1717 766 1024 1790

Katholics 13 14 27 90 53 143 173 137 310 167 156 323

Lutherans 60 52 112 115 109 224 170 164 334 179 205 384

Muslims 26 19 45 65 39 104 144 79 223 386 292 678

Jews 1 1 2 8 5 13 120 118 238 150 153 303

Others 495 714 1209 37 21 58 8 5 13

Total 10446 10957 21403 15345 13929 29274 17771 19538 37309 20194 23046 43240

Religion 

1861 1873 1887 1897





Orthodox  landscape of Ekaterinburg in 
the early 20th century  



Religious landscape of Ekaterinburg 



Religious landscape of Ekaterinburg 





 
Ekaterinburg Catholic community’s 

Church books  

 • The practice of registering life events in Church books – 
(Metricheskie knigi) was introduced by Peter the Great in 
the early 18th century and was followed until 1919 all over 
the Russian Empire  

• The church books had three parts – about baptized, 
about marriages and about burials  

• After the Catholic Church in Ekaterinburg got its 
independent status in 1886, the life events of its 
parishioners were registered in these books 



Ekaterinburg 
Catholic community 
Church book. Part 
III ‘On the dead’  

1898-1919 

Structure: 
Number/date/age/when, where, 
who, which disease from, which 
cause, whether received 
communion/social status, title, 
age, which parish was a member, 
whether left any children behind/ 
priest’s name, where and when 
buried 
Materials analyzed:  
1898-1913 
247 entrees  



Territories of Origin  

 • Most arrived from the western parts of Russian Empire, which 
is nowadays Poland, Belorussia, Ukraine and Lithuania  

• 40 Catholics (16%) were of local Ural-Siberian origin – from 
Ekaterinburg, Perm, Shadrinsk, Kamyshlov, Tjumen – 
apparently the descendants of those registered in 1860 survey   

• Catholics from foreign countries, who apparently were 
employed as specialists at the Ural plants or were married to 
such specialists   

• Austria-Hungary –  10  

• France – 3  

• Switzerland – 2  

• Italy – 1 



Ural Catholics’ origin  

Western part of 
Russian Empire  
in the late 19th - 1917 



Ekaterinburg community: sexual disproportion 

• Surplus of men in Ekaterinburg district 

• High proportion of bachelors up to 28% of the adult 
catholic males 

• Religiously mixed marriages  

 



Social status 



Occupation  

 
 

• Many of the Catholics were employed as engineers and 
state servants in offices   

• Most of them lived in Ekaterinburg; however, there were 
communities in Irbit, Kamyshlov, Kushva, Nizhnii Tagil, 
Talitca and Shadrinsk 

 



Death cause N %

Tuberculosis 38 15%

Heart diceases 37 15%

Infants 24 10%

Other infectious diceases 20 8%

Pneumonia 18 7%

Old age > 62 17 7%

Cancer 13 5%

Brain inflamation 12 5%

Stroke 9 4%

Typhus 7 3%

Violent deaths 7 3%

Paralyses 4 2%

Birth giving 3 1%

Other 36 15%

Total 247 100%



Age at death 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Old age as a cause of death  diagnosed by a doctor 7% 

• However if we consider  everybody who reached age  62 and 
died from other causes, that makes 25 % of all the cases.  

  

 

Age group life expectancy 

0-90  39. 5

>10 50.5

>62 75*



St. Anna Church in the 20th century 

• Ekaterinburg Catholic community, like others, lost its 
church property in 1922  

• Officially it was closed in 1930 and the community was 
dissolved  

• Its building was refurbished and used as a dorm, library, 
bus station, storage for Hermitage collections evacuated 
from Leningrad during the WWII 

• Demolished in the 1960s 



Former St. Anna church turned into a bus 
station in 1950s 



Conclusions - 1 

• The Ural Catholic community was integrated in the cultural 
landscape of the region by the early 20th century   

• By the 1913 the Ekaterinburg parish of St. Anna Church reached 
1000 members –   the usual size of a Church parish in Russia 

• The dynamic development of the Community followed by a 
decline in 1920s due to emigration and state policy aimed at the 
destruction of religious institutions  

• Until the late 1980s  the Catholic tradition in  the Urals existed as  
privately  organized home practices 

• Reestablished as an officially recognized and registered religious 
institution in 1990 

• The Catholic Church institutions contributed to the preservation 
of the ethnic identity of the population historically associated 
with Polish, German  and European culture playing important 
roles in social protection 

 



Conclusions - 2  
• Majority of the Catholics in Ekaterinburg were males, gentry, 

migrated from the western parts of the Empire, or 
descendants from local Ural-Siberian community, employed 
as engineers   

• Due to the sex disproportion of the Catholic population in 
the region they had to develop appropriate marriage 
strategies; mixed marriages; second marriages  

• The community had rather high life expectancy and low 
number of violent deaths 



Conclusions - 3 

• Catholic tradition and institutions revitalization started in late 1980 on 
the initiative of the ethnic Poles and was supported from abroad  

• The process of revitalization repeated the same stages  as the Catholic 
tradition had gone though in the 18th and 19th centuries: acting as 
group of believers, visited by priest sporadically, renting apartments 
for meetings  

• Gradually they increased in numbers, got legal status and property, 
including church building 

• Currently, there are four Catholic parishes registered in Sverdlovskaia 
oblast’: Ekaterinburg, Nizhnii Tagil, Severouralsk and Krasnoturinsk 
and two groups in Pervoural’sk and Krasnoural’sk –areas  where 
deported Catholics were placed in labor camps.  

• During the turmoil times women played crucial role in maintaining 
religious tradition  

  



Catholic institutions 
Early 20th century 2013 



Catholic Church   
St. Anna  2002 


